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Mar 12 Legion Birthday Membership Target date 90%

Mar 13 Training Committee Meeting, Spm, MS Teams

Mar 15 Dist 3 Spring Meeting, Winner, 11:30 social 12 meal, 1 mtg
Mar 16 Dist 6 Spring Meeting, Plankinton, Plank Inn 9-12 Pancake
Breakfast, 1pm Meeting

Mar 17 St Patrick’s Day, Fly the Flag

Mar 22 Dist 5 Spring Meeting, Volga, 12 meal, 1 mtg, social follows
Mar 23 Dist 4 Spring Meeting, Cresbard, I pm meeting, lunch follows
Mar 26 Dept Executive Committee Meeting, 7pm, MS Teams

Mar 27 Commander’s Call, 7pm, MS Teams

Mar 29 Dist 8 Spring Meeting, Tabor, 11 social, 12 meal, 1 mtg
Mar 29 National Vietnam War Veteran’s Day, Fly the Flag

Mar 30 Dist 7 Spring Meeting, Garretson, 11 social, 12 meal, 1 mtg
Apr 4-7 National Vice Commander Visit to South Dakota

Apr 5 Gold Star Spouses Day, Fly the Flag

Apr 5 Dist 1 Spring Meeting, Spearfish, 11 meal, 12 mtg

Apr 6 Dist 2 Spring Meeting, Hot Springs 12 social, 1 mtg

Apr 9 National Former Prisoner of War Day, Fly the Flag

Apr 9 Children & Youth Membership Target date 95%

Apr 15 Tax Day!

Apr 15 Post Data Reports due to Dept HQ

Apr 16 SD Vets Council Meeting, Fitzmaurice State Veterans
Home, Hot Springs 9am

Apr 18-20 Easter Holiday HQ Closed, Fly the Flag

Apr 22 Earth Day, Fly the Flag

Apr 23 Dept Executive Committee Meeting, 7pm, MS Teams

Apr 24 Commander’s Call, 7pm, MS Teams

Apr 26-27 SD Legion College, Chamberlain

May 1 Dist submit Good Samaritan of the Year to Dept HQ

May 1 Dist submit Educator of the Year to Dept HQ

May 1 Post Americanism Reports due to Dept HQ

May 1 William Lenker VA&R Award for Excellence due to HQ
May 3 Dist 2&1 Boys & Girls State Orientation, Post 22, RC 1pm
May 4 Dist 7 Boys & Girls State Orientation, Post 15, SF 3pm
May 4 International Firefighters Day, Fly the Flag

May 6 Mission 24 Midwest Honor Flight Welcome Home, Sioux
Falls Arena 9:30 pm (Doors open at 7:30 pm)

May 6 SDDVA Mini Conference 312 Kansas City St, Rapid City
10am-2pm

May 7 SDDV A Mini Conference Post 8, Pierre 10am-2pm

May 8 SDDVA Mini Conference SD Military Heritage Alliance,
Sioux Falls 10am-2pm

May 11 Mother’s Day, Fly the Flag

May 15 Peace Officer's Memorial Day, Fly the Flag, (half-staff)
May 17 Armed Forces Day, Fly the Flag

May 24 Dist 6 Boys State Orientation Post 7, 2pm

May 26 Memorial Day, Fly the Flag, (half-staff to noon)

May 29 Commander’s Call, 7pm, MS Teams

May 31 June 6 Boys State, Northern State Univ (NSU), Aberdeen
May 31 Final Day to Register a Baseball Team for the 2025 Season
June 1 Convention Go Getters Certification due to Dept HQ

June 1 SDALPA Newspaper Awards due to HQ

June 1 Consolidated Post Report Reports due

June 4 Convention Delegate and ALT due to Dept HQ

Jun 5 Blue Cap Day at Boys State, NSU

June 6 Remember D-Day, Fly the Flag

June 14 Army Birthday, Fly the Flag

June 15 Father's Day, Fly the Flag

June 19-22 Dept Convention, Huron

June 19 Juneteenth National Independence Day, Fly the Flag

June 21 Post History submissions due to Con Registration Desk

DEPARTMENT COMMANDER’S MESSAGE

Greetings from your Department Commander,

I’ve been staying busy attending Legion
family events across the state. After the
moving Four Chaplains Ceremony at the
Vets Center in Sturgis, I headed to Mid-
Winter, which was a resounding success. A
huge thank you to the Chamberlain Post for
hosting this event. =~ We had an incredible
lineup of training sessions, thanks to the
efforts of our training committee. Notably,
National's "Be-the-One" training was a high-
light.

After Mid-Winter, I attended the Scouting Leadership Break-
fast in Rapid City, where I had the privilege of hearing from Ron
Young, an Apache Helicopter pilot and Eagle Scout. Ron shared
his remarkable story of being shot down in Iraq in 2003 and held
captive for 11 days. His account of those experiences was truly
inspiring.

Unfortunately, just the day before the Washington Conference,
I sustained a serious toe injury and required a pin to be inserted. As
a result, I was unable to join our delegation, but I heard it was an
incredibly productive trip. I was certainly with them in spirit.

To wrap up February, I had the honor of attending the Ameri-
can Legion Riders — Post 22 meeting, where I presented my Com-
mander’s Pin to deserving members who truly embody the spirit of
“service before self.” The Riders are invaluable members of our
Legion Family, and I am grateful for their unwavering commit-
ment to our department.

Our membership numbers continue to remain strong, and we
are holding our position nationally at 91.45%. Thank you so much
for your support. I encourage you to review the Direct Membership
Solicitation (DMS) list for members in your area and work to bring
them into your post. If you need a tailored listing, please reach out
to Bill Peters, our Department Membership Chairman.

I am so proud of all of you!
As always, remember that strengthening your post’s Legion

Family and engaging with your community are both essential for
our survival and growth.

44,;3/%,\_

Kevin Morello, Department Commander @ @ @ #A

“Legion Family Uniting Communities”
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CAMPING SCHOLARSHIPS FOR SCOUTS

Commander Morello’s program this year is to support Scouts to go
to Camp. It costs $400 to send a Scout to camp and the Commander
is encouraging all Posts to send at least one Scout. Total raised to
date is $6,766.25. Send funds to Dept HQ marked “For Scouting”

COMMANDER’S CALL

Commander Morello is hosting a monthly “Commander’s Call”
open to all Legionnaires and the date has changed to the LAST
Thursday of the month at 7pm central time. The video link and
call in number are below.

Join the meeting now

Meeting ID: 225 775 090 784 Passcode: N2jZoD

Dial in by phone +1 872-239-6022 Conference ID: 532 867 600#

HATS IN THE RING

Post 136 endorses Kevin Hempel for Dept Commander

Post 15 endorses Bill Peters for Dept Commander

Post 154 endorses Shane Lamer for Dist 3-8 Vice Commander
Post 11 endorses Greg Geiman for Dept Sergeant-at-Arms
Post 315 endorses Marv Tisdall for Dist 1 Commander

Post 266 endorses Linda Hessaa for Dist 7 Commander

SD ALA OPENINGS

The SD American Legion Auxiliary has an open position for the
Department Secretary. Qualifications & Job Duties:

» Manage the department headquarters currently located in Mitch-
ell, SD while supporting our mission for the organization.

*» Excellent communication skills, willingness to learn new systems
as needed, provide necessary reporting as requested, ability to multi
-task and able to work closely with leadership.

* Attention to detail, strong organizational and time management
skills, work under minimal supervision.

* Maintain all monies received at department headquarters, make
deposits, and provide the treasurer with information as needed.

» Maintain all records needed to carry out the work of the office.

* Proficient in Microsoft applications including Word and Excel.

* Responsible for ensuring that all regulatory taxes are filed.

* Open all mail, answer phone calls, maintain calendar and appoint-
ments, make room arrangements, and fill other related job duties.

* Attend meetings as requested. Send notices of all meetings, record
minutes, and act as Secretary for Executive & Finance Committees.
» Work some weekends and have dependable transportation.

* Maintain and present a clean and professional office atmosphere.

* Secretary is salaried position with hours as needed.

* High School diploma and office experience preferred.

Position open until qualified candidate is hired.

Please direct questions to or submit a written letter of interest along
with a resume and job references to: Deanne Hoyle P.O. Box 578
Ipswich, SD 57451 deanne.hoyle@gmail.com 605 380-2650

SD LEGISLATIVE SESSION

The SD Legislature in session and The Legion needs your help.
Below is the official position of the Department. Contact your leg-
islators and let them know where we stand. Daily updates can be
found at https://sdlegion.org/legislative-bill-watch-list

HB 1010: Title: Require cost model reports for certain programs
and institutions. Position: The Dept is monitoring this legislation.
HB 1038 Title: Repeal provisions regarding the state payment for
burial of veterans. Position: The Dept opposes this legislation. Bill
failed to pass out of the House.

HB 1046 Title: Revise the General Appropriations Act for fiscal
year 2025. Position: The Dept is monitoring this legislation.

HB 1068 Title: Allow students to wear certain military decorations
at a school graduation ceremony. Position: The Dept supports this
legislation. Bill passed both House and Senate.

HB 1076 Title: Modify provisions pertaining to unethical conduct
and improper collection of fees relating to assistance or referrals in
a veterans benefits matter. Position: The Dept supports this legisla-

tion. Bill failed to pass out of the House.

HB 1084 Title: Provide free state park and recreation area admis-
sion to current and former members of the South Dakota National
Guard and their spouses and dependents. Position: The Dept is
monitoring this legislation. Bill was tabled in House Committee.
HB 1160 Title: waive the driver license renewal period for mem-
bers of the military and their families, and employees of the state
Dept. Position: The Dept is monitoring this legislation. Bill deliv-
ered to the Governor.

HB 1161 Title: allow additional forms to verify military service for
a veteran designation on a commercial driver license or commercial
learner's permit. Dept Position: The Dept supports this legislation.
HB 1162 Title: require the reporting of the number of veterans who
die by suicide in this state. Position: The Dept supports this legisla-
tion as it is in line with our Be the One Campaign. Bill was tabled
in House Committee.

HB 1163 Title: make an appropriation for a grant to assist in the
construction and equipping of a veteran’s skilled trade center. Posi-
tion: The Dept is monitoring. Bill was tabled in House Committee.
HB 1188 Title: allow nonresident military members to purchase
three-day temporary nonresident waterfowl licenses. Position: The
Dept supports this legislation.

HB 1198 Title: modify the tuition benefit for dependents and
spouses of disabled and deceased veterans. Position The Dept fully
supports this legislation. Deferred to the 41st legislative day.
HCR 6002 Title: Urging the United States Congress and the Presi-
dent of the United States to remove the requirement of a project
labor agreement for federal construction projects. Position: The
Dept is monitoring. Resolution passed.

SB 6 Title: Make an appropriation to support capital and infrastruc-
ture necessitated by the expansion of Ellsworth Air Force Base and
to declare an emergency. Position: The Dept fully supports this
legislation. This would provide grants in support of capital and
infrastructure projects that address community needs due to the
projected expansion of Ellsworth Air Force Base and its personnel.
SB 16 Title: Set aside certain contractor’s excise tax collections
relating to Ellsworth Air Force Base, to create a fund for the collec-
tions, and to provide an appropriation therefor. Position: The Dept
is monitoring this legislation.

SB 52 Title: Authorize the expansion of the South Dakota Veterans
Cemetery and make an appropriation therefor, and to declare an
emergency. Position: The Dept fully supports this legislation. Bill
passed out of both House and Senate.

SB 82 Title: Require official declaration of war or other Congres-
sional action before the SD National Guard may be deployed by the
federal government. Position: N/A killed in the Senate.

SB 109 Title: permit a school district to implement a new or re-
vised section 504 plan, individualized family service plan, or indi-
vidualized education program for a student who is the child of an
active-duty member of the United States armed forces. Position:
The Dept is monitoring this legislation. Delivered to the Governor
SCR 603 Title: Supporting the establishment of a standardized
system to recognize and award academic credit or certification for
military service. Position: The Dept fully supports this legislation.
Resolution passed both House and Senate.

SCR 604 Title: Supporting the expansion of transportation services
for veterans receiving medical care in this state. Position: The Dept
fully supports this legislation. Resolution passed both House and

Senate.

2025 SD AMERICAN LEGION DEPT COLLEGE

The 2025 South Dakota American Legion College will be
April 26 & 27th. Training will include Organizational Struc-
ture, Running a Meeting, Mentorship, Resolution Writing,
Train-the-Trainer and a Capstone Project. The course is de-
signed to help current and future leaders to gain a better un-
derstanding of the American Legion and its operations.
Course goers will receive per Diem at the department rate for
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travel, food and lodging. Class size is limited to ten (10). Ap-
plications can be found at https://sdlegion.org/ufile/f1/pdf/
training/department-training-tools/2024-SDL.C-
Application.pdf

As of this publishing we have 8 applicants.

DISTRICT ORATORICAL CONTEST WINNERS
Congratulations to the Department Oratorical Winner, Elna An-
drews of Beresford! She will now go on to compete at the National
level May 18, 2025 at Hillsdale College in Michigan. Also congrats
to 2nd Place Blixa L. Broussard, Rapid City, 3rd Place Ada Sharp,
Aberdeen, finalists Preston Singrey, Arlington and Christian Car-
ley, Piedmont.

BOYS STATE REGISTRATION IS OPEN

The Commander challenges every Post to Send at least one Boy to
Boys State. Boys State registration can be found on the South Da-
kota Boys State website, the address for applicants:
https://southdakotaboysstate.org/apply The registration fee for
Boys State is $250 per student and is payable to the Boys State
Treasurer. Registration closes on May 1, 2025. We currently have
61 Boys signed up. The following Posts have Boys Registered:
RAPID CITY 13, ABERDEEN 7, SIOUX FALLS 7, GARRET-
SON 4, WARNER 2, VOLGA 2 LAKE PRESTON 2, PLATTE 2,
YANKTON 2, BRANDON 1, HOT SPRINGS 1, LEAD 1, REN-
NER 1, MADISON 1, VERMILLION 1, MARTIN 1, ARLING-
TON 1, MILBANK 1, REDFIELD 1, WEBSTER 1, EMERY 1,
BELLE FOURCHE 1, SPEARFISH 1, PIEDMONT 1, HARRIS-
BURG 1, CASTLEWOOD 1, DELL RAPIDS 1, NUNDA 1, MT
VERNON 1

YOUTH TROOPER REGISTRATION IS OPEN

The Youth Trooper Academy is another outstanding program of the
South Dakota American Legion. Registration/Application forms
can be found on the website here: https://sdlegion.org/sd-youth-
trooper-academy The deadline for applications is March 21, 2025.
We currently have 9 applicants. Brandon Valley HS- 1 Boy, Roo-
sevelt HS — 1 Girl, Yankton HS- 1 Boy, Jefferson HS 1 Boy,
Mitchell HS- 1 Boy, Lennox HS- 1 Boy, Prairie View Academy
(Homeschool)- Boy, Bison HS— Girl, Huron HS— 1 Boy

POST THAT HAVE NOT CERTIFIED THEIR OFFICERS.

30 PARKER, 44 ALSEN, 82 BULLHEAD, 86 ALCESTER, 89
PRESHO, 125 ROSEBUD, 158 OLDHAM, 201 PUKWANA, 238
OELRICHS, 239 LITTLE EAGLE, 251 PINE RIDGE, 265 KYLE,
269 WANBLEE, 269 PORCUPINE, 295 PARMELEE, 301
DRAPER, 302 MANDERSON, 317 ALLEN

FUTURE DEPARTMENT CONVENTION AND MIDWIN-
TER DATES AND LOCATIONS

2025 Convention, Crossroads Hotel, Huron, June 19-22

2026 MidWinter, Cedar Shores Resort, Oacoma, Feb 20-22

2026 Convention, Ramkota, Aberdeen, June 18-21

2027 MidWinter, Cedar Shores Resort, Oacoma, Feb 19-21

2027 Convention, Ramkota, Sioux Falls June 17-20

SOUTH DAKOTA EDUCATOR OF THE YEAR

The Dept Education Committee is asking all locals Posts to coordi-
nate with their local Schools to identify potential candidates for the
South Dakota Educator of the Year for School Year 2024-2025.
Posts must submit nominees to their District Commander prior to
Spring District Meeting. District Commander will submit to the
Dept HQ no later than May 1, 2025. For more information visit
https://sdlegion.org/educator-of-the-year or contact Mike Pau-
ling at 443-619-2049.

THE AMERICAN LEGION LEGACY SCHOLARSHIP
Children of post-9/11 veterans having been assigned a combined

disability rating of 50 percent or greater or who died while on active
duty on or after Sept. 11, 2001 are eligible. All applications new or
renewal must be submitted using the online scholarship submission
system begin NO LATER THAN Wednesday, March 26, 2025.
Total amount awarded in 2024: $1,645,558 https://www.legion.org/
get-involved/scholarships/the-american-legion-legacy-scholarship

TRAINING TUESDAY UPDATE

There is an exciting lineup for National’s Training Tuesday ses-
sions. Below is the current schedule:

» Mar 25, 2025: Resolutions - Workshop Ideas to Resolutions

* April 29, 2025: Be The One - Addiction Resources

* May 27, 2025: Membership - CPR/CSR

* June 24, 2025: Resolutions - Socializing Resolutions

¢ July 29, 2025: Be The One - UPDATE

Get more info at www.legion.org/information-center/training/
training-tuesdays

NATIONAL COMMANDER POST EXCELLENCE AWARD
To qualify for the Post Excellence Award, a post is required to
achieve excellence in four areas:

1) Membership: Attain at least 103% of their membership goal. At
least one post officer attends district meetings.

2) Consolidated Post Report: CPRs submitted by July 1.

3) 90% Renewal Rate: Renew at least 90% of their 2024 members
4) Conduct an event that connects the community and Post.

The district commander responsible for the post will certify a post
as having achieved the four specified criteria and submit to Dept
HQ. List should include the post name, phone number, address, and
commander's name. If possible, attach copies of press releases. Dept
HQ will send Posts that qualify to National HQ.

NATIONAL COMMANDER

103% MEMBERSHIP GOAL DOG TAG COIN

Any Post, District, County, Department Commander or Membership
Chair who achieves 103% of their member goal in 2025 can receive
a dog tag coin. Complete the form online at www.legion.org/about/
leadership/national-commander/103-percent-membership-
award & send it to Dept HQ hqg@legion.org for verification.

NATIONAL COMMANDER’S

MEMBERSHIP INCENTIVE DOG TAG COIN

A National Commander’s “Be the One” dog tag coin will be award-
ed to any Legionnaire who obtains three new members. A new
member is anyone who was not a member during the 2024 member
year. Transfers, Auxiliary and Sons members don’t count. Only one
coin per individual. Complete the form online at www.legion.org/
about/leadership/national-commander/national-commanders-
incentive-program and send it to National HQ
kadams@]legion.org

REMINDER TO ALL AMERICAN LEGION POSTS TO FILE
IRS FORM 990

Federal tax regulations require every Post to file IRS form 990. This
must be filled out by the 15th day of the fifth month after the end of
your organizations accounting period. If the IRS does not receive
this form, they will revoke the tax-exempt status of the Post. To get
your Tax-exempt status back you have to apply and pay a sizeable
fee. This process takes time (months) and can challenge even the
most patient of individuals. The form can be down-loaded at
https://www.irs.gov/pub/irs-pdf/f990.pdf

POST DATA REPORT

PDR are being mailed directly to your Post soon. They are critical
this year with the dues increase. The minimum member dues should
be $43.50 or the Post will have to make up the difference. Please
return them to Dept HQ no later than April 15, 2025.
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2024-2025 MEMBERSHIP DUES

The 2024-2025 dues are $38.50 for each member sent to HQ.
DEPARTMENT DUES INCREASE!

At the 2024 Department Convention a $5 dues increase was passed
that will take effect July 1, 2025. This increase will require all Posts
to charge more for membership and makes submitting Post Data
Reports critical this year. 2025-2026 minimum dues will be $43.50
for each member.

SDAL IN THE COMMUNITY

What is your Post doing. Roslyn is uniting to build a Veterans
Memorial Park, a project that has sparked overwhelming community
support. The park will create a memorial space that honors and re-
members the service and sacrifices of United States veterans and
provides a gathering area for local community events.

A groundbreaking ceremony was held on Memorial Day 2024.
Representatives from Roslyn area American Legion, the Town of
Roslyn, and the Veterans Memorial Park committee participated in
the event. "We are deeply honored to break ground on the Veterans
Memorial Park of the Roslyn Area," said Terry Corner, Commander,
Roslyn Rudolph Baukol American Legion Post 253. "This park is a
testament to our gratitude and respect for our veterans and our revi-
talization efforts to preserve our community for future generations."

The Veterans Memorial Park of the Roslyn Area is part of
Roslyn’s Main Street Revitalization initiatives under Community
Advancement for Roslyn and Eden (C.A.R.E.), a 501(c)3 nonprofit
organization. For more information or to contribute to the project,
please visit www.roslynsd.com\c-a-r-e.

HISTORY

Mar 5, 1770 Colonists & British clash at the Boston Massacre
Mar 2, 1861 The Dakota Territory was organized

Mar 14, 1879 Albert Einstein was born in Wiirttemberg, Germany
Mar 10, 1880 - The Salvation Army founded in the USA

Mar 1, 1781 Formal ratification of the Articles of Confederation
Mar 6, 1836 189 Texans perish in the 90 minute Battle of the Alamo
Mar 9, 1916 - Pancho Villa attacks Columbus, NM killing 18
Mar 15-17, 1919 Members of the American Expeditionary Force
convene in Paris for the first American Legion caucus.

Mar 21, 1924 American Legion uniform caps are introduced

Mar 31, 1933 The Civilian Conservation Corps was founded

Mar 5, 1942 The Seabee's were established

Mar 26, 1945 Battle of Iwo Jima is won by American forces

Mar 30, 1960 U.S. Highway 281 was dedicated as the “American
Legion Memorial Highway.”

Mar 1, 1961 President Kennedy establishes the Peace Corps.

Mar 16, 1968 The My Lai Massacre

Mar 22, 1972 the 28th Amendment is ratified

Mar 30, 1981 President Ronald Reagan was shot

Mar 15 Dept of Veterans Affairs established as a Cabinet position
Mar 19, 2003 Operation Iraq Freedom begins

Mar 11, 2020 The World Health Org declares COVID-19 a pandemic

CHILDREN AND YOUTH CAN USE YOUR HELP!

Spring meetings are just around the corner and The American
Legion Family 2024-2025 year will come to a close in a few months.
At this time of year Posts, Units, Squadrons, and Chapters are look-
ing to disburse funds that they have collected over the year. There
are many great programs available to choose from. The following
are some worthy programs that can use your support; Temporary Fi-
nancial Assistance (Children & Youth Foundation), Children’s Mira-
cle Network, Operation Military Kids, Ronald McDonald House,
Child Safety Program, or Special Olympics.

April is Children and Youth month. Now is the time to plan ac-
tivities in your community to show what we do as a family. Some
activities to consider;

- Obtaining speakers to talk about particular concerns or topics
within your community.
- Asking local law enforcement to do a bike safety demonstration,
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finger printing or to talk about internet safety.

Conducting a community project with and for children.

Forming a Community Committee on Children & Youth to discuss
current problems, generate solutions and then take action.
Sponsoring a carnival or talent show featuring young people to
raise money for a community project.

Host a youth panel where participants can discuss their concerns.
You can also develop your own project, but get involved. Remem-

ber, the only limitation you have for youth programs and activities is
your own imagination!

I would like to thank each Post that has participated in Children

and Youth programs over the past year, however we’re not done yet.
The Children & Youth Program focuses on Child Health, Child Safety
and Family Support, information about these programs can be found
on the Department and National web site. We would like to hear about
what you all have done to help our fellow Veterans and youth. Annual
awards are given for:

*

OUTSTANDING ACHIEVEMENT in the programs of Chil-
dren & Youth: Individual Award

MOST OUTSTANDING POST CHILDREN & YOUTH PRO-
GRAM: Post Award

DEDICATED SERVICE to our nation's CHILDREN &
YOUTH: Post Award

Let’s help make an impact for the Veterans and Children in our

community. Together we can make a brighter and safer future for our
children. If1 can answer any questions that you might have about
C&Y, please feel free contact me.

Kind regards,

Harry Boner, Department Children & Youth Chairman

18057 461st Ave, Castlewood, SD 57223, 605-691-4571

MEMBERSHIP CHAIRMAN’S MESSAGE

Y

Spring into Action with the Eye of the Tiger Spirit! g

Hello everyone!

As we usher in the beginning of March, spring is on the horizon,

bringing with it a sense of renewal and determination. I want to extend
my heartfelt thanks to everyone who attended the Mid-Winter Confer-
ence. Despite the chill, it was a fantastic event—after all, it is South
Dakota!

As of today, March 3, 2025, our membership stands at an impres-

sive 14,262. We are just 122 members away from achieving our Big
12 contest goal. I am confident that by the time you read this, we will
have reached that milestone.

I want to express my deepest gratitude to every one of you for your
unwavering support of the American Legion, your Post, the Depart-
ment, and our national organization. We are more than just numbers—
we are a family. When we support our communities, they, in turn, sup-
port us.

It's true that the Legion is not solely about numbers, but we must

continue our membership efforts to ensure we have the manpower to
support our vital programs, veterans, their families, and our communi-

ties.

Together, with the Eye of the Tiger spirit, we will achieve our

goals and emerge victorious.

Let's keep the spirit alive and continue to win together! Once

again, thank you all so much for your incredible efforts. I truly appre-
ciate everything you do.

I talked about the DMS/Ad list at Mid-Winter if you would like a

list for your area, please give us a call and we will get it to you.
Dave Gutzmer 605.203.0001 davidgutzmer 822(@hotmail.com

Bill

Peters 605.360.6547 bpeters055 | (@gmail.com

"The strength of the team is each individual member. The
strength of each member is the team." — Phil Jackson

Until next time

Bill
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