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Update from the 
LEGISLATIVE COMMITTEE

Thursday, February 5, 2026. 8:29 AM Central Time

Call to Action of The American Legion, Department of South Dakota.
We are in the 101th Session of the South Dakota Legislature and The American Legion needs your help. Please see 
below the official positions of the Department. Contact your legislators and let them know this is where we stand as 
Legionnaires.

Find your Legislator here- https://sdlegislature.gov/Legislators/Find
Set up an account to track legislation and get updates- https://mylrc.sdlegislature.gov/ 

LEGISLATION OF INTEREST

HOUSE BILLS

House Bill 1037 Title: exempt active-duty members of the armed forces of the United States and veterans from 
paying a resident fishing license fee. https://sdlegislature.gov/Session/Bill/26899 
Department Position:   NA- Bill is dead  
Sponsors: Representatives Ismay (prime), Aylward, Baxter, Garcia, Hunt, Jensen (Phil), Jordan, Kayser, Lems, 
Manhart, Moore, Rice, Schaefbauer, and Shubeck and Senator Nelson
01/13/2026 First read in House and referred to House Military and Veterans Affairs 
01/22/2026 Scheduled for hearing
01/22/2026 House Military and Veterans Affairs Deferred to the 41st legislative day, Passed, YEAS 11, NAYS 2

House Bill 1041Title: authorize the expansion and renovation of the Sturgis Readiness Center, to make an 
appropriation therefor, and to declare an emergency. https://sdlegislature.gov/Session/Bill/26877
Department Position:   MONITOR FAVORABLY   
Sponsors: The Chair of the House Committee on Appropriations at the request of the Department of the Military
01/13/2026 First Reading House H.J. 
01/15/2026 Referred to Joint Committee on Appropriations 
02/09/2026 Scheduled for hearing

House Bill 1042 Title: authorize the construction of a National Guard vehicle maintenance shop in Sturgis, to make 
an appropriation therefor, and to declare an emergency. https://sdlegislature.gov/Session/Bill/26878
Department Position:   MONITOR FAVORABLY   
Sponsors: The Chair of the House Committee on Appropriations at the request of the Department of the Military
01/13/2026 First Reading House 
01/15/2026 Referred to Joint Committee on Appropriations 
01/26/2026 Scheduled for hearing
01/26/2026 Joint Committee on Appropriations Do Pass, Passed, YEAS 15, NAYS 0.
01/27/2026 House of Representatives Do Pass, Passed, YEAS 65, NAYS 0. H.J. 156
01/28/2026 First read in Senate and referral to committee waived pursuant to JR 6D-1 S.J. 131
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01/29/2026 Senate Deferred to another day, Passed. S.J. 147 N/A
02/02/2026 Senate Do Pass, Passed, YEAS 34, NAYS 0. S.J. 164
02/03/2026 Signed by the Speaker H.J. 210

House Bill 1080 Title: allow a business owner who is a veteran to display military specialty plates on a 
noncommercial vehicle registered to the veteran's business and to limit personal liability to the business owner and 
veteran. https://sdlegislature.gov/Session/Bill/26525 
Department Position:   MONITOR- NEUTRAL   
Sponsors: Representatives Reisch (prime), Andera, Aylward, Baxter, Czmowski, DeGroot, Emery, Goodwin, Jensen 
(Phil), Jordan, Jorgenson, Kull, Moore, Muckey, Overweg, Pourier, Roe, Shorma, Shubeck, Sjaarda, Van Diepen, and 
Walburg and Senators Vilhauer (prime), Crabtree, Howard, Nelson, Perry, Reed, Wipf, and Zikmund
01/16/2026 First read in House and referred to House Military and Veterans Affairs 
01/22/2026 Scheduled for hearing
01/22/2026 House Military and Veterans Affairs Do Pass, Passed, YEAS 13, NAYS 0.
01/26/2026 House of Representatives Do Pass, Passed, YEAS 67, NAYS 0. H.J. 141
01/27/2026 First read in Senate and referred to Senate Military and Veterans Affairs S.J. 122
02/04/2026 Scheduled for hearing

House Bill 1128 Title: exempt certain nonresident military personnel from payment of motor vehicle excise tax. 
https://sdlegislature.gov/Session/Bill/26890
Department Position: TBD
Sponsors: Representatives Rice (prime), Andera, Baxter, Jensen (Phil), and Jordan
01/26/2026 First read in House and referred to House Military and Veterans Affairs H.J. 135

House Bill 1156 Title: extend each waterfowl hunting season for veterans and active duty personnel. 
https://sdlegislature.gov/Session/Bill/27144
Department Position: TBD 
Sponsors: Representatives Manhart (prime), Bahmuller, Jensen (Phil), Jordan, and Pourier and Senators Perry and 
Voight
01/27/2026 First Reading House H.J. 149 N/A
01/28/2026 Referred to House Military and Veterans Affairs H.J. 165

House Bill 1193 Title: require that a county provide a refund of taxes to disabled veterans and surviving spouses 
under certain property tax relief programs. https://sdlegislature.gov/Session/Bill/26641 
Department Position: TBD 
Sponsors: Representatives Randolph (prime), Aylward, Goodwin, Ismay, and Jordan and Senator Hulse (prime)
01/29/2026 First read in House and referred to House Taxation H.J. 180

House Bill 1228 Title: provide a stipend to certain members of the National Guard who donate an organ for the 
purpose of transplantation to another individual. https://sdlegislature.gov/Session/Bill/26978 
Department Position: TBD 
Sponsors: Representative Weems (prime)
01/29/2026 First read in House and referred to House Military and Veterans Affairs H.J. 179

House Bill 1241 Title: increase the amount of value exempt from property taxes under a tax relief program for 
disabled veterans and surviving spouses. https://sdlegislature.gov/Session/Bill/27146
Department Position: TBD 
Sponsors: Representatives Jensen (Phil) (prime), Goodwin, and Jordan
02/02/2026 First read in House and referred to House Taxation H.J. 192

House Bill 1255 Title: require that the Department of Health accept the medical records of a veteran applying for a 
medical cannabis registry identification card. https://sdlegislature.gov/Session/Bill/26387
Department Position: TBD 
Sponsors: Representatives Goodwin (prime) and Rehfeldt

https://sdlegislature.gov/Session/Bill/26387
https://sdlegislature.gov/Session/Bill/27146
https://sdlegislature.gov/Session/Bill/26978
https://sdlegislature.gov/Session/Bill/26641
https://sdlegislature.gov/Session/Bill/27144
https://sdlegislature.gov/Session/Bill/26890
https://sdlegislature.gov/Session/Bill/26525


SOUTH DAKOTA – BIRTHPLACE OF AMERICAN LEGION BASEBALL IN 1925

02/03/2026 First read in House and referred to House Military and Veterans Affairs H.J. 207

SENATE BILLS

Senate Bill 12 Title: provide for a refund of property taxes in previous years for qualifying veterans and surviving 
spouses. https://sdlegislature.gov/Session/Bill/26403
Department Position:   SUPPORT  - aligns with veteran financial relief priorities, ensures eligible veterans 
don’t lose their earned property-tax exemption due to missed deadlines.
Sponsors: Senators Otten (prime), Crabtree, Davis, Deibert, Hulse, Jensen (Kevin), Nelson, Pischke, Reed, Rohl, 
Vilhauer, Wipf, and Zikmund and Representatives Goodwin (prime), Andera, Aylward, Bahmuller, Baxter, Hughes, 
Jordan, Kull, Moore, Reisch, Shubeck, and Walburg
01/13/2026 First read in Senate and referred to Senate Taxation S.J. 17 N/A
01/16/2026 Scheduled for hearing
01/16/2026 Senate Taxation Do Pass, Passed, YEAS 5, NAYS 0.
01/16/2026 Certified uncontested, placed on consent.
01/21/2026 Senate Do Pass, Passed, YEAS 33, NAYS 0. S.J. 75 N/A
01/22/2026 First read in House and referred to House Taxation H.J. 114
02/03/2026 Scheduled for hearing
02/03/2026 House Taxation Do Pass, Passed, YEAS 12, NAYS 0.
02/03/2026 Certified uncontested, placed on consent.

Senate Bill 35 Title: revise the process for requesting a veteran's certificate of discharge from a county register of 
deeds. https://sdlegislature.gov/Session/Bill/26706
Department Position:   SUPPORT  - improves access to benefits documentation, gives families and authorized 
representatives timely access to DD-214 records needed for burial honors, benefits, and estate matters. The  
bill reduces delays, honors veterans’ service, and improves administrative efficiency.
Sponsors: The Chair of the Committee on Military and Veterans Affairs at the request of the Department of Veterans 
Affairs
01/13/2026 First read in Senate and referred to Senate Military and Veterans Affairs S.J. 14 N/A
02/04/2026 Scheduled for hearing

Senate Bill 126 Title: increase the amount of value exempt from property taxes under a tax relief program for 
disabled veterans and surviving spouses. https://sdlegislature.gov/Session/Bill/26974 
Department Position: TBD
Sponsors: Senators Hohn (prime), Hulse, Nelson, and Perry and Representatives Goodwin, Jensen (Phil), and Kayser
01/26/2026 First read in Senate and referred to Senate Taxation S.J. 112
02/04/2026 Scheduled for hearing

Senate Bill 131 Title: revise the season in which a nonprofit organization may host a special pheasant hunt for 
disabled veterans and Purple Heart recipients. https://sdlegislature.gov/Session/Bill/26580 
Department Position: TBD
Sponsors: Senators Zikmund (prime), Larson, Nelson, Pischke, and Wipf and Representatives Goodwin (prime), 
Baxter, Ladner, Moore, Rice, Shorma, and Weems
01/26/2026 First Reading Senate S.J. 112 N/A
01/27/2026 Referred to Senate Military and Veterans Affairs S.J. 121 N/A
02/04/2026 Scheduled for hearing

Senate Bill 132 Title: modify provisions related to the South Dakota Veterans Council. 
https://sdlegislature.gov/Session/Bill/26546 
Department Position: TBD
Sponsors: Senators Zikmund (prime), Hulse, Nelson, Vilhauer, and Wipf and Representatives Weems (prime), 
Andera, Goodwin, Ismay, Ladner, Moore, Pourier, Rice, and Shorma
01/26/2026 First Reading Senate S.J. 112 N/A
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01/27/2026 Referred to Senate Military and Veterans Affairs S.J. 121 N/A
02/04/2026 Scheduled for hearing

Senate Bill 152 Title: establish provisions relating to the use of military protective orders upon arrest and as evidence 
in an action for a protection order. https://sdlegislature.gov/Session/Bill/27193
Department Position: TBD
Sponsors: Senator Duhamel (prime) and Representatives Kull and Pourier
01/29/2026 First read in Senate and referred to Senate Judiciary S.J. 140

Senate Bill 173 Title: extend the motor vehicle and motorcycle licensing fee available to a veteran with a disability to 
the spouse of a veteran with a disability. https://sdlegislature.gov/Session/Bill/27201 
Department Position: TBD
Sponsors: Senators Hohn (prime), Hulse, and Nelson and Representatives Goodwin and Novstrup
01/29/2026 First read in Senate and referred to Senate Military and Veterans Affairs S.J. 141 N/A
02/04/2026 Scheduled for hearing

UPCOMING HEARINGS

SB 12  House of Representatives House 02-04-2026, 2:00 PM CST
HB 1041 Joint Committee on Appropriations Room 362 02-09-2026, 8:00 AM CST
HB 1080 Senate Military and Veterans Affairs Room 412 02-04-2026, 3:00 PM CST
SB 35 Senate Military and Veterans Affairs Room 412 02-04-2026, 3:00 PM CST
SB 131Senate Military and Veterans Affairs Room 412 02-04-2026, 3:00 PM CST
SB 132 Senate Military and Veterans Affairs Room 412 02-04-2026, 3:00 PM CST
SB 173 Senate Military and Veterans Affairs Room 412 02-04-2026, 3:00 PM CST
SB 126 Senate Taxation Room 423 02-04-2026, 10:00 AM CST

OTHER LEGISLATION OF INTEREST:

A Commemoration honoring Boys and Girls State Governors: This would honor Madisen Younie of Rapid City, 
the 2025 South Dakota Girls State Governor, and Brody Tynan of Sioux Falls, the 2025 South Dakota Boys State 
Governor, and commending the South Dakota American Legion and American Legion Auxiliary for their sponsorship 
and coordination of the Girls State and Boys State programs.. The American Legion fully supports this 
Commemoration   when it is introduced.  

Of Special Note: 
The American Legion shall be absolutely nonpolitical and shall not be used for the dissemination of partisan principles nor for the 
promotion of the candidacy of any person seeking public office or preferment. Additionally, Congress, stipulates The American 
Legion as an organization is nonpolitical. Therefore, The American Legion as an organization is never to help or endorse a 
candidate. As a private citizen and not speaking for the organization, can do whatever is legal and ethical to advance his/her 
candidacy. If attending a political event, The American Legion cap, or any clothing with The American Legion emblem visible, 
must be removed so as not to imply any endorsement by The American Legion. This includes in person or over social media.
The American Legion values its independence and effectiveness on veterans' issues. This stance is best maintained by neutrality 
on all individual candidates or political parties. The American Legion, by legal definition, is non-partisan and supports or 
opposes as necessary only issues which impact the Four Pillars.
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